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FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY —  
ANNUAL SEASONAL OUTLOOK BRIEFING 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [1.05 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
advise members about the latest predictions for the forthcoming bushfire and cyclone seasons, which were 
released by the Fire and Emergency Services Authority at its special briefing session last week. FESA’s annual 
seasonal outlook briefing brings together key stakeholders to ensure that the state’s emergency response agencies 
are ready and informed. 

The briefing was directed at the state’s emergency management practitioners and provided a detailed overview 
of the predictions for the cyclone and bushfire seasons as well as updates on state and national arrangements. 
More than 150 practitioners, including FESA staff and volunteers, chief bushfire control officers, State 
Emergency Service members, WA Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services Association members, local government 
and Department of Environment and Conservation representatives and state and federal government 
departmental officers attended the briefing.  

The season outlook is clear. Despite recent rains, Western Australia is facing one of its worst bushfire seasons in 
history after the state recorded one of its driest winters. FESA has advised me that the seasonal conditions are 
worse than last year. The bushfire season is already ahead by six weeks. Our emergency services have already 
dealt with more than a dozen significant bushfires in recent weeks, some of which have threatened life and 
property. A national report by the Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre warns that large areas of WA face an 
above normal fire risk because of increased fuel loads from dry bush and grasslands. This means that early 
season bushfires are fast moving and extremely challenging for firefighters to control.  

In addition to an increased number of bushfires, the state is also facing an active tropical cyclone season as a 
result of the La Niña conditions. The Bureau of Meteorology predicts that La Niña conditions will generate 
about six or seven cyclones off WA’s northwest coast, with the possibility that there will be a coastal impact 
before Christmas. Despite these dire predictions about the forthcoming cyclone and bushfire seasons, I am 
assured by FESA that the state is better prepared than ever with the support of volunteers, FESA staff and the 
Department of Environment and Conservation. Community safety is the state government’s priority. All 
emergency management agencies are ready to respond to major incidents wherever they occur in the state.  

Last year we faced one of the most damaging bushfires in the state’s history at Toodyay. Since then our 
emergency services have been carefully reviewing their procedures and systems, taking into account 
recommendations from the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission.  

The clear message for the WA community is to prepare now for the imminent bushfire and cyclone seasons. I 
urge everyone to visit FESA’s website to access the latest information and preventative measures.  
 


